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== Rejoice

Those who live in grace are freed from the necessity of taking
themselves, their circumstances, their morality and opinions, their
piety and beliefs, too seriously. They are free to laugh and play as
children of God. As important as repentance is, we are not saved by
our much weeping, any more than we are saved by acts of
penitence. And the expression of salvation freely given and received
is not weeping but laughter, or at least a weeping become laughter.
Laughter and lightheartedness, at their fullest and freest, are the gift
of divine grace.

God's mercy is not merely therapy for a few individuals beset by
guilt....God does not dole out mercy like cookies only for good,
repentant children. God's mercy is not conditioned by our response.
God is mercy. So, wide is wider than we guess.... Our calling is to
live in mercy.... Recalling God's unmerited mercy ... we absolve one
another, enacting the good news. 'In Jesus Christ,' we say, 'we are
forgiven.' So we look into each other's eyes without illusions; we are
sinners all. Yet we embrace each other in the mercy, the wide, wide
mercy of God.

Source: The Mystery and the Passion David Buttrick

Set free from and set free for: that’s how Luther said it. Set free
from burdens, guilt, despair; set free from everything that forces us to
take ourselves too seriously. Weeping becomes laughter as we
celebrate God’s gift of grace. How can we, as the people of Gloria
Dei, laugh together about this glorious gift of freedom?

As we discover that in our journey in this place, we learn just what it
is that we are set free for: to look each other in the eye and share
the word of grace, to embrace each other with hope and forgiveness,
and to reach out with arms of caring to the world that God loves. To
be loved and to love: a glorious and free-wheeling gift and a promise
-filled challenge. Grace: the only place to live

Karl Divine-Koch
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Gathered by grace, scattered for service.

Worship
8:00 & 10:30 am Sunday Mornings
with Holy Communion.

6:00 pm Thursday nights Lutheran
Campus Ministry gathers for supper
during the U of | semesters at the
Christus House .

Youth Ministry

Families with children of all ages
gather for events and activities
monthly.

Sunday School meets regularly
Sundays at 9:15 am September - May.
Confirmation classes, 7th and 8th
grades, meet Wednesday nights and
Sunday mornings during the school
year.

Choirs

New singers always welcome!
Youth Choir—6:30-7:10 pm Wed.
Senior Choir—7:30-8:30 pm Wed.

Adults

Bible Studies

e Tuesday Mornings:
6:45 am Men’s Bible study
10:30 am Bible Study—all
welcome

e Wednesday 6:30 pm Spanish
Bible Study

Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Study

e Thursday 10:30 am Bible Study—
all welcome

4 Women of the ELCA Circles meet
monthly (pg. 3)

3M Club meets the second Tuesday of
the month. Adult fellowship, sometimes
a potluck, sometimes an evening out,
always room for more.

Families in Formation is a group for
families with new children to come
together for fellowship and service.
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Marie Jensen Circle: Mon., Feb. 20, 7:30 pm

Location: Lounge
Hostess: Connie Wilkin
Lesson: Doris Houser

Maya Winther Circle: Tues., Feb. 21, 7 pm

Location: Lounge

Hostess: Barb Rydberg
Devotions: Barb Rydberg
Lesson: Linda Cooper-Brown

Elaine Wagner Circle: Wed., Feb. 15, 9 am

Location: Lounge

Devotions: Mary Maxwell

Hostess: Dottie Armens, Mary Abadi
Lesson: Linda Duncan

Rosella Kameo Circle: Wed., Feb. 15, 1:30 pm
Location: Legacy Pointe
Hostess: Esther Petersen
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%Qf?\ Thank you to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

from Betty Hibbeler Anderson

Betty H. Anderson would like to thank the many
members of Gloria Dei who have sent uplifting
messages of love and good cheer for my birthday,
Thanksgiving and Christmas over the past two

months.

It has been very cheering and pleasant to say the
least. Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. |
received over fifty cards and notes and it would
have been impossible to thank each of you
individually so | hope you will accept this sincere
“Thank You” from the bottom of my heart.



WORSHIP SCHEDULE BLANKS

Please note the number of blanks in our schedule — especially the
late service on the 19" and Ash Wednesday.

You can volunteer in the book in the narthex, or call/email Natalie in
the office.

In general, we are in need of more people willing to serve as ushers
at the 10:30 am and as late coffee servers. Please help.

ASSISTING MINISTERS

With our new system of getting volunteers, we've been
asked what happened to assisting ministers. Laura Wiebe,
Director of Music Ministries, will be scheduling those
volunteers so if you have questions about that role, you
can ask her. If you are interested in serving as as assisting
minister at worship talk to Laura or Pastor Karl to schedule
a training session.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

For many years the 4 Circles of Gloria Dei's Women of the
ELCA have had, as one of their ministries, the luncheon meals
following funeral or memorial services for church members
who have lost loved ones. We feel that providing this time for
food and fellowship for family and friends is an important part
of our call to discipleship. If there are any women or men in
the congregation who also would like to participate in this
ministry (occasionally providing a salad, cookies, or kitchen
help), please talk to Jan Segreti, Roma Panther, Vilda
Sutherlin, or leave a message and your phone number in the
church office (338-2893).

TRAINING SESSION

Thinking about all those invitations to serve at worship?
Wondering what “Late Coffee” entails? New to ushering?
Wondering what to do in case of fire? The Adult Forum on
February 5™ will focus on the duties and expectations for
each of the volunteer positions.
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FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS

Greeters
Ushers
Reader
Greeter
Usher
Reader
Early Coffee
Late Coffee
Cookies

Greeters
Usher
Reader
Greeters
Usher
Reader
Early Coffee
Late Coffee
Cookies

Greeter
Usher
Usher
Reader
Greeter
Usher
Reader
Early Coffee
Late Coffee
Cookies

Ash Wednesday

2/22/2012
12:10

7:10

2/26/2012
8:00

10:30

Usher
Usher
Usher
Usher

Greeter
Usher
Usher
Reader
Greeter
Usher
Readers
Early Coffee
Late Coffee
Cookies

Hillberry Family

Spenner Family

Gracia Blanchard

Bob & Carol Solberg

Monson Family

Kevin Monson

Kathleen Renquist

Bob & Carol Solberg

Hillberry Family, Carol Ostrem, Shirley Jacobs

Karen & Sarah Smith

Bunny & Mike Morrison

Doris Houser

Lois & Gene Coon

Dorothy Fowles, Chris Schlotfelt
Kathleen Renquist

Roger Christian

Kathleen Renquist

Gracia Blanchard, Kathleen Renquist, Ben Smith

Doris Houser
Vilda Sutherlin
Deb Larson
Carol Ostrem

*

The Vrchoticky Family

*

*

Claudia Knutson, Michael Knock, Vrchoticky Family

Vilda Sutherlin

Chris Schlotfelt

Judith Platz

Karla Anderson
Terry Anderson
Roger Christian

Vrchoticky Family
Ellie & Max Vrchoticky
Karla & Terry Anderson

*

Lois Coon, Jan Segreti



ANNUAL MEETING

At the annual meeting of the congregation on January 29, Carl
Richey and Chris Schlotfelt were elected to a second term on
council. Tara Monson and Jason Vogelgesang were elected to
first terms on council. Doug Bush was elected to serve as
treasurer. Elected as voting members of the Synod Assembily in
June were Jim Wiese and Rox Redinius; elected to the Audit
committee was Val Lembke; elected to the Mission Endowment
Fund was Clay Monserud; and elected to the 2012 Nominating
Committee were Cheryl Cruise, Mike Clifton, Linda Duncan,
Kate Gluba, and Frank Juvan. Reports were received and the
2012 budget was passed.

THEOLOGY FOR LUNCH

BOOK DISCUSSION
LOVE WINS: A Book about Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of
Every Person Who Ever Lived;

By Rob Bell, HarperOne, 2011
Spring Semester, 2012
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Lounge
(Select Wednesdays at noon)
(Books should be purchased individually by participants)
Led by Campus Pastor Rob Dotzel
February 1 — Chapter 2: Here is the new there
February 8 — Chapter 3: Hell
February 29 — Chapter 4: Does God get what God wants?
March 7 — Chapter 5: Dying to live
March 28 — Chapter 6: There are rocks everywhere
April 4 — Chapter 7: The Good News is better than that
April 11 — Chapter 8: The end is near
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MENMISSIO

Lutheran Men in Mission Townhall Meeting February 11, 2012 -
10:00 AM - Southeastern lowa Synod Center for Ministry Just as
Philip invited Nathanael in John 1:46, Lutheran Men in Mission
(LMM) invites men to Come and See Jesus Christ! LMM's vision
is for every man to have a growing relationship with Jesus Christ
through an effective men's ministry in every congregation. As part
of this relationship we are Called to walk with Christ, be Equipped
to live like Christ and Sent to work for Christ.

On Saturday, February 11th, Lon Buss, LMM Region 5 Director
will share information from LMM about resources, events and
ideas for congregations regarding their ministry with men and
helping them have a closer walk with Christ. There will be an
opportunity to share ideas from congregations and discuss the
potential for multi-congregational activities and raising the
awareness of LMM's ministry in the area and synod.

The meeting will start at 10:00am at the Southeastern lowa Synod
Center for Ministry located at 2635 Northgate Drive, lowa City, IA.
To help with planning, please call Ryan Reid.

If you are unable to attend, or would like more information about
LMM sooner, please contact Lon at londebbuss@charter.net. You
can also go to www.lutheranmen.org for information about LMM
and/or One Year to Live Retreats in Wl in 2012.



mailto:londebbuss@charter.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PancBarke &

@ﬂ-- " PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Lent is almost here, so we'll indulge while we can. Our
"Mardi Gras" pancake breakfast is Sunday, February 19th,
8:30 -10:20 in the Fellowship Hall, sponsored by the Social
Ministry Committee. A freewill offering will be taken to
support the "Common Fund" sponsored by the Consultation
of Religious Communities which is administered by the Crisis
Center to help those in need.

NOTE: Sunday School will meet in the upper level instead of
Fellowship Hall that day.

=
COMMUNION INSTRUCTION t\__«%

Pastor Karl and Pam Larabee-Zierath will hold a Saturday
morning session on Holy Communion February 11, 10 am -
noon. This can serve as a preparation for children wishing to
receive communion or a refresher/instruction for anyone
presently receiving communion. It is designed for all people
of ages; parents are asked to participate with children.
Please let the office know if you are planning to attend so we
can prepare appropriately.

SEND A CARD, MAKE A BOY’S DREAM COME TRUE

Max Low is a 13 year-old boy who has battled leukemia
since kindergarten. He lives in a small town in southwest
lowa. His dream is to receive a million cards. The present
count is 280,000. You can check out the whole story on
Facebook “Mighty Max Low.” A great way to begin 2012.
Send you card to: Mighty Max Low, P. O. Box 111, Neola,
IA 51559. Sponsored by Gloria Dei Youth Committee



http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95118896

BOOK CLUB

ARE YOU READING?
GLORIA DEI Book CLuUB
Mark your Calendar and dust off
your library Card, the Gloria Dei
Book Club is meeting the second
Wednesday of every month at 6:30
pm ih the lounge.

Books for 2012

No January Meeting

February
Consumption
by Kevin Patterson

No March Meeting

April
Sing Them Home
by Stephanie Kallos

Join the discussion
Wednesday, Feb. 8th,
6:30pm in the church

lounge.

The Book for April—Sing Them Home by
Stephanie Kallos

Wednesday, April 11th, 6:30 pm

Sing Them Homeis a moving portrait of three
siblings who have lived in the shadow of
unresolved grief since their mother's
disappearance when they were children.
Everyone in Emlyn Springs knows the story of
Hope Jones, the physician's wife whose big
dreams for their tiny town were lost along with
her in the tornado of 1978. For Hope's three
young children, the stability of life with their
preoccupied father, and with Viney, their
mother's spitfire best friend, is no match for
Hope's absence. When they're summoned home
after their father's death, each sibling is
forced to revisit the childhood tragedy that has
defined their lives.



STEWARDSHIP MATTERS

PLEDGING FOR 2012

We are still accepting members’ pledges for 2012! Please
turn in your pledges to the church office or call Jim Wiese at
319-936-1366 to give him your verbal best estimate of your
intended regular envelope giving for 2012.

INITIAL ENVELOPE OFFERINGS

Please help to get 2012 off to a good start by turning in your
Initial Envelope Offering (found in the front of your envelope
box) for 2012. Most of these contributions in the past have
been in the range of $5.00 to $25.00.

SERVING CHRIST TOGETHER,

Jim Wiese, Stewardship Committee




tw@n Gloria Dei Women of the ELCA

%‘ﬂﬁhmﬂd are collecting bars of soap for

Wo Lutheran World Relief. Please
5 bring individually wrapped bath

sized (4-5 oz.) bars of soap
during February. There will be a
box in the narthex for these
donations.

FAMILY VALENTINE’S EVENT
Sunday, February 12 at noon

Our afternoon will include making valentines and
decorating cookies then delivering them with a song or
two to some of our members living at assisted living
facilities. Cathy Divine-Koch is our guest pastry chef who
will teach us some tips on decorating cookies. We will
order pizzas for lunch and ask for a freewill offering to
cover the cost. All this fun should be done by 3:30 pm.
All members of the congregation are invited to join us!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CHILI COOKOFF WINNERS:
Best Overall - Bob Solberg

Most Original - Tara and Maggie Monson
Hottest - Miekka Mires

Best Tasting - Jenny Heddens

Best Vegetarian - Dorothy Fowles

People's Choice - Julie Bush
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Partners in Faith Formation By Pam LZ

The Confirmation Class is finishing up on the Ten
Commandments. | think confused them when | told them that
the summary of the commandments can be found in this
New Testament thought: Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor
as yourself. 1t shows up as one of the 10 when | ask them to list the
commandments. Oops. But | still stand by my statement — it is a good
summary; | will try to be clearer about my meaning next time.

Loving your neighbor as yourself is the essence of the last 7
commandments. One of the foundations for “loving neighbor” is to have
empathy for the other....to be able to identify with and be concerned for
other’s feelings and needs. Empathy makes us aware of the suffering of
others and allows us to feel that suffering as our own. Adults need to
help nurture that in children. Adults can watch for opportunities for
conversation on how to treat others. Here are some tips for growing
empathy and compassion:

Help children to think about how others feel. If a child says or does
something hurtful to another child, help them to focus their attention on
the other’s feelings e.g. ask "How do you think they feel? Would you
like to feel like that?"

Talk about the point of view of others as you watch TV, read books or
discuss other people with your child e.g. ask "What do you think that
character or person is feeling and thinking?"

Children develop empathy and compassion by practicing acts of caring
and kindness towards others. Involve your children in showing care
toward others, such as doing errands for sick neighbors or opening
doors for others.

Guide your children in being open to differences they see in others (e.g.
people of different cultures or backgrounds), in giving others the benefit
of the doubt, and in explaining others actions in the kindest ways (that
directly relates to the 8" commandment!).



ADULT EDUCATION

Adult Forum at 9:15 am on Sundays

February 5 — Worship Volunteer Training Session

February 12 — Listening Post with Church Council

February 19 — NO FORUM; Pancake Breakfast

February 26 — The Lenten Journey with David & Pam Larabee-Zierath

Weekday opportunities:

Tuesday - Men's Bible Study at 6:45 am, next Sun. readings
New Testament Study at 10:30 am

Wednesday - Spanish Bible Study at 6:00 pm en espariol
Lenten Book Discussion at 6:15 beginning 2/29
Evening Bible Study at 6:30 pm—Romans

Thursday - Old Testament Study at 10:30 am

And don’t forget Theology for Lunch at noon on select Wednesdays,
sponsored by Lutheran Campus Ministry!

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ANNUAL CUBS TRIP!
This year it will be June 22nd!
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Ash Wednesday
Fehruary 22nd

Ash Wednesday observances are at 12:10
and 7:10 pm on Feb. 22nd for the

WY/

b L imposition of ashes as we begin the season
Wednesda Y of Lent. Parking in the lot will be
Services available all day.

a1210&7:10pm

Midwreek worship Wednesdays i Lent of Gloria Det
Feb. 22nd— March 28th
5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:15 pm Book Study lead by Karl, Pam & Rob
7:10 pm Worship Vespers

Lenten Book Study 2012

The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’ Final Deays in
Jerusalem
by Marcus Borg and John Dominie Crossan

Taking the Gospel of Mark as their guide, Borg and (rossan "retell a story
everyone thinks they know too well and most do not seem to know at all." They
set out to explore the last week in Jesus' life against the backdrop of Roman
imperial control. Their purpose is not to attempt a historical reconstruction of
what has become known as the "Passion" or suffering of Jesus, but to probe the
things Jesus was passionate about. They chose the Gospel of Mark, because it was
the earliest to be written, the most succinet, and the one with the most time
markers for the week's events.

The passion of Jesus for the kingdom of God was a threat to the domination
systems of his time. He also spoke about God's passion for justice. Borg and
Crossan conclude, "Good Friday and Easter, death and resurrection together, are
a central image in the New Testament for the path to a transformed self. The
path involves dying to an old way of being and being reborn into a new way of
being. Good Friday and Easter are about this path, the path of dying rising, of
being born again."

Books cost $11. Books have been ordered, so watch the bulletin for when the
books become available. As always at Gloria Dei, if the cost would prohibit your
participation in the discussion, please talk to Pam 1.-Z or one of the pastors for a
scholarship. For those who own a Kindle or Nook, both Amazon and Barnes and
Noble offer this book in their format for about $10.
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lL.en't ot Gloria Del

Please dotn us for Midweek Services

Wed, February 29th
5:30 pm Soup Supper
hosts-
6:15 pm Book Study - Preface, Chapter 1
7:10 pm Worship - Holden Evening Vespers service

Wed, February March 7th
5:30 pm Soup Supper
hosts-
6:15 pm Book Study - Chapters 2 & 3
7:10 pm Worship - Holden Evening Vespers service

Wed, March 14th
5:30 pm Soup Supper
hosts-
6:15 pm Book Study - Chapters 4 & 5
7:10 pm Worship - Holden Vespers service

Wed, March 21st
5:30 pm Soup Supper
hosts-
6:15 pm Book Study - Chapter 6
7:10 pm Worship - Holden Evening Vespers service

Wed, March 28th
5:30 pm Soup Supper
hosts-
6:15 pm Book Study - Chapters 7 & 8
7:10 pm Worship - Holden Evening Vespers service




IS MY CHILD READY TO RECEIVE COMMUNION?

If you are the parent or caregiver for a young child, you may be
wondering when he or she is ready to begin receiving communion. In
the past, tradition may have given the impression that this sacrament
was a privilege enjoyed by only those who could understand it.

Consider these two statements from The Use of the Means of Grace*:

Admission to the sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, presented
through the church to those who are baptized.

There is no command from our Lord regarding the age at which
people should be baptized or first communed. . . . In all
communion practices, congregations strive to avoid both
reducing the Lord’s Supper to an act effective by its mere
performance without faith and narrowing faith to intellectual
understanding of Christ’s presence and gifts.

Your child’s readiness is best determined by parent or caregiver, in
consultation with Pastor Karl and Pam L-Z. Each child is different, and
each will pick up on the significance of the meal at a different point.
One important cue for readiness is your child showing signs of feeling
excluded. Other questions for you:

Has your child been baptized?

Is your child comfortable in various locations around the church,
including at the altar?

Will your child extend his or her hands when asked to do so?

Is your child aware enough of others in the congregation to show
respect for their communion experience?

Are you prepared to help make the process positive?

Only the first question requires a yes before your child can be
considered ready. But the others help understand your child’s sense
of belonging in the faith community and can aid you as you guide your
child’s participation throughout the years.

*A statement on the practice of word and sacrament that was adopted
for guidance and practice by the Fifth Biennial Churchwide Assembly
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, August 19, 1997.



Shelter House
Annual Used Fiction
Book Sale Philosophy

Mysteries

Saturday, March 3rd

At the former
Walden's Book Store in Sycamore Mall

If you are beginning to sort through no longer
needed books or DVD’s please consider setting
them aside for this event. Collection boxes will be
set out in early February. Then remember the date
and come shop to help support our local shelter
house.

The full minutes of the Council are posted on the kiosk in
the church narthex.
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THAT TIME AGAIN

Febiuary

It's cold and flu season again. Itis time to be
reminded to "cover your cough" (remember that into
your elbow is best) and "wash your hands often".

Donations of tissue boxes and/or hand sanitizer are
especially appreciated for this time of year.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Pastor David & Barbara Aanonson

ATTENDANCE

DATE 8:00
1112  (10:00)

1/8/12 93
1115112 97
1122112 61
112912 90

10:30

154
112
111
183

TOTAL

122
249
209
172
273



AND THE OSCAR FOR BEST PICTURE GOES TO....
THE KING’S SPEECH

Yes, that was last year's announcement, and the Adult Ed
Planning Committee thinks it was a great choice. So this
year's “beat-the-middle-of-February-blahs” movie event will
feature The King’s Speech, last year's winner of four
Academy Awards (Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor,
and Best Original Screenplay). The date is Saturday
February 18. A potluck “finger food” light supper will start at
5:30 pm with the movie starting at 6 pm. Please join us!

AN EVENING OF IRISH MUSIC!

New Song Episcopal Church, Coralville
Sun. March 4 @7:30
Music by Ul Voice Majors
Katherine Eberle & Kirk Corey
Benefit Concert to Reduce Homelessness through the
Common Fund
Minimum $10 Donation
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
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in-law of Deb & Arthur Bailey Murray), Mary Jane

Rodemeyer (sister of Lois Ahrens), Keith Koch (brother of

Karl), Thelma Aldeman, Millie (mother of Barbara Palasek),
Larry Wonick, Kelly Knight (cousin of Cathy Divine-Koch), Don
Brown, Karin Orr (niece of Brenda Vrchoticky), Betty Sass, Betty
Forell, Michael Molinar (friend of Brigitte Vanle), Jeanette Roth
(friend of Deb Bailey-Murray), Ramona Bell, Debbie Reid (mother of
Ryan Reid), Jack Boal, Kathryn Nereim, Shelley Tucker (niece of Jo
McConahay), Jeanette Bailey-Murray (Arthur's mother), Byron
Bacher, Edward (brother of Barb Palasek), Paul Wiese (brother of
Jim Wiese), family of Dale Nicoson, family of Susan Wiese (sister of
Jim Wiese), family of Edward Madden (brother of Richard Madden).

% Pray for God’s care and healing for: Charles Mingo (brother-
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Jill House 21
Ottis Bunning 2/2
Nathan Kondora 2/2
Kimberly Stephan 2/2

Adalla Bean 2/3
Suzanne Eckhardt 2/3
Brody Heddens 2/3
Grant Netolicky 2/4
Karen Swenson 2/4
Olive Walllace 2/4
Gene Coon 2/5
Lawrence Wonick 2/5
John Cornelius 2/6
Karl Larsen 217
Leif Larsen 217
Linda Larson 2/7
Kelsey Karr 2/8
Debra Maier 2/8

Ruth McFarland 2/8
Chuck Skaugstad 2/8
Elizabeth Kovar 2/10

Sofie Lie 2/10
Dave Panther 2/11
Matt Ahrens 2/12
Aaron Mason 2/12
Mimi McKay 2/12

Alvin Schroeder
Corey Wonick
Terry Cotton

Carly Netolicky
Janet Panther
Jeff Sondergard
Diane Hochstedler
Jeff Jeffries

Billie McLachlan
James O’Connor
Brett Skaugstad
Matt Noel

Milt Exline
Dorothy Bell

Keith Kurth

Pat Machado
Stan Carlson
Ryan Kurth

Ray Reiland

Paul Corso

Jesse Halter
McKenzie Mcllrath
Gage Netolicky-Johnston
Brant Larson
Duane Pearson
Julia Madsen

Congratulations to all those who celebrate a birthday or
anniversary this month. If we’ve missed you, please let Natalie
know so that she can update the records. Thank you!
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2/12
2/12
2/13
214
2/14
214
2/15
2/15
2/15
2117
2117
2/18
2/19
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/23
2/23
2/25
2/25
2/26
2/26
2/27
2127
2/28
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